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Office of the United States Trade Representative § 2006.7 

guidance on making the petition con-
form to the requirements, or may nev-
ertheless determine that there is suffi-
cient information on which to proceed 
to a determination whether to initiate 
an investigation. 

§ 2006.3 Determinations regarding pe-
titions. 

Within 45 days after the day on which 
the petition is received, the Trade Rep-
resentative shall determine, after re-
ceiving the advice of the Section 301 
Committee, whether to initiate an in-
vestigation. 

(a) If the Trade Representative deter-
mines not to initiate an investigation, 
the Section 301 Chairman shall notify 
the petitioner of the reasons and shall 
publish notice of the negative deter-
mination and a summary of the rea-
sons therefor in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

(b) If the Trade Representative deter-
mines to initiate an investigation re-
garding the petition, the Section 301 
Chairman shall publish a summary of 
the petition in the FEDERAL REGISTER, 
and provide an opportunity for the 
presentation of views concerning the 
issues, including a public hearing if re-
quested. A hearing may be requested 
by the petitioner or any interested per-
son, including but not limited to a do-
mestic firm or worker, a representative 
of consumer interests, a United States 
product exporter, or any industrial 
user of any goods or services that may 
be affected by actions taken under sec-
tion 301 with respect to the act, policy 
or practice that is the subject of the 
petition. 

§ 2006.4 Requests for information 
made to Foreign Governments or 
Instrumentalities. 

If the U.S. Trade Representative re-
ceives a petition alleging violations of 
any international agreement, he will 
notify the foreign government or in-
strumentality of the allegations and 
may request information, in English, 
necessary to a determination under 
section 304(a)(1)(A) of the Trade Act. 
The Trade Representative may proceed 
on the basis of best information avail-
able if, within a reasonable time, no in-
formation is received in response to the 
request. 

§ 2006.5 Consultations with the For-
eign Government. 

(a) If the Trade Representative deter-
mines to initiate an investigation on 
the basis of a petition he shall, on be-
half of the United States, request con-
sultations with the foreign country 
concerned regarding the issues in-
volved in such an investigation. In pre-
paring United States presentations for 
consultations and dispute settlement 
proceedings, the Trade Representative 
shall seek information and advice from 
the petitioner and any appropriate pri-
vate sector representatives, including 
committees established pursuant to 
section 135 of the Trade Act. 

(b) To ensure an adequate basis for 
consultation, the Trade Representative 
may, after consulting with the peti-
tioner, delay requests for consultations 
for up to 90 days in order to verify or 
improve the petition. If consultations 
are delayed, the time limits referred to 
in § 2006.12 below shall be extended for 
the period of such delay. 

§ 2006.6 Formal dispute settlement. 
If the issues in a petition are covered 

by a trade agreement between the 
United States and the foreign govern-
ment involved and a mutually accept-
able resolution cannot be reached with-
in the consultation period provided for 
in the agreement, or by 150 days after 
consultations begin, whichever is ear-
lier, the Trade Representative shall in-
stitute the formal dispute settlement 
proceedings, if any, provided for in the 
trade agreement. 

§ 2006.7 Public hearings. 
(a) A public hearing for the purpose 

of receiving views on the issues raised 
in a petition shall be held by the Sec-
tion 301 Committee: 

(1) Within 30 days after the date that 
an investigation is initiated under sec-
tion 302(a)(2) if a hearing is requested 
in the petition (or later, if agreed to by 
the petitioner); or 

(2) Within a reasonable period if, 
after the investigation is initiated, a 
timely request is made by the peti-
tioner, or any other interested person 
as defined in § 2006.3(b). 

(b) Prior to making a recommenda-
tion on what action, if any, should be 
taken in response to issues raised in 
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